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The House met at 12:30 p.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. MARCHANT).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
September 20, 2005.

I hereby appoint the Honorable KENNY
MARCHANT to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING HOUR DEBATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2005, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning hour debates. The Chair will
alternate recognition between the par-
ties, with each party limited to not to
exceed 30 minutes, and each Member,
except the majority leader, the minor-
ity leader, or the minority whip, lim-
ited to not to exceed 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California (Mr. DREIER) for 5 min-
utes.

——————

HONORING THE LATE SIMON
WIESENTHAL

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor one of the great pro-
moters of tolerance in our time, Simon
Wiesenthal, who we learned has passed
away at the age of 96. Mr. Wiesenthal,
who spent 4 years in Nazi concentra-
tion camps, dedicated his life to seek-
ing justice for those who were unable
to seek it for themselves. While Mr.
Wiesenthal survived the Holocaust and
was rescued by American troops in
1945, dozens of his family members, in-

cluding his own mother, perished at
the hands of the Nazis.

Upon his liberation, Mr. Wiesenthal
relentlessly and often singlehandedly
tracked down over 1,100 Nazi war crimi-
nals and saw that they were brought to
justice. Without his tenacity, such
mass murderers as Adolf Eichmann and
Franz Stangl may never have been held
accountable for their crimes against
humanity.

But Mr. Wiesenthal’s legacy is not
limited to atoning for the past. He also
knew the importance of educating fu-
ture generations to ensure that similar
atrocities would never again take
place.

He established the Simon Wiesenthal
Center to foster tolerance and under-
standing. The Center, headquartered in
Los Angeles but with offices through-
out the entire world, has made great
contributions to efforts to combat rac-
ism, anti-Semitism, terrorism and
genocide. I have had the great privi-
lege, as has Governor Schwarzenegger
and both President Bushes, of visiting
and working with the Wiesenthal Cen-
ter over the years to advance their
noble mission.

Additionally, the Wiesenthal Center’s
Museum of Tolerance hosts 350,000 visi-
tors annually, including 110,000 chil-
dren, vividly educating them on the
history of the Holocaust and the im-
portance of defeating bigotry and rac-
ism in our time. For as Mr. Wiesenthal
himself once said, ‘“The history of man
is the history of crimes, and history
can repeat. So information is a defense.
Through this, we can build, we must
build, a defense against repetition.”

Mr. Speaker, Simon Wiesenthal rep-
resented the best of humanity. Born
into unspeakable tragedy, he refused to
ignore his responsibility to those who,
unlike him, did not outlive the Holo-
caust. His dogged determination was
the strongest voice of the victims. Ac-
countability and education, not re-
venge, were his aims. Mr. Wiesenthal’s

greatest lesson, Mr. Speaker, was that
even out of such horror, some good can
come.

His message of tolerance is one that
must continue to be honored, respected
and taught. If someone who suffered so
greatly can turn his life into a positive
force for change, surely the rest of us
can take his lesson to heart and never
forget the dark past in the hope of
building a brighter future.

———

RESPONDING TO LAST WEEK’'S
COMMENTS OF MAJORITY LEAD-
ER REGARDING AFFORDABLE
HOUSING BILL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2005, the gentleman from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. FRANK) is recognized dur-
ing morning hour debates for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr.
Speaker, it would be fruitless for any
one of us to dedicate himself or herself
to refuting every inaccuracy that is ut-
tered on this floor, so I reserve that ef-
fort for those of particular public pol-
icy significance, and I want to address
some comments by the gentleman from
Texas, the majority leader, last week
as he was justifying the hostage taking
that has occurred with the bill that
would create an affordable housing
fund through Freddie Mac and Fannie
Mae’s profits. We have, as you know,
rules that urge us—not urge us—insist
that we refrain from impugning each
other’s honesty. I will simply note that
the gap between what the majority
leader said and reality was unusually
large even by the standards of political
debate. First of all, he quite inac-
curately said that nothing in the bill
regarding Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac
that came out of our committee, the
Financial Services Committee, on a 65—
5 vote, that nothing in that bill would
have provided aid to the people who
were stricken by the hurricane. He
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